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THE PURPLE HEART & WOUND CHEVRON
A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources

The Purple Heart is conferred for wounds in action while serving with the armed forces after 5 Apr 1917.
It descends from the Badge of Military Merit, which was established by George Washington in 1782 and
reestablished and revised in 1932. Eligible, at that time, were those WW!I veterans awarded wound
chevrons or meritorious service citations.
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Arnold, Louise A. “A White Cloath and a Purple Heart: Vignette of Military History No 207,”
USAMHI, 2 Aug 1982. 1 p. BibFile-Awards.

Borch, Frederic L. For Military Merit: Recipients of the Purple Heart. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute,
2010. 351 p. E181.B697.

. “A Heart of Purple: The Story of America’s Oldest Military Decoration and Some of its
Recipients.” Prologue (Winter 2012): pp. 16-25. Per.

Hughes, Rupert. "The Purple Heart." Pennsylvania Guardsman (Apr 1935): pp. 4-5 & 31. Per.
Fictional account of Revolutionary War origins of the Purple Heart.

Kerrigan, Evans E. American War Medals and Decorations. NY: Viking, 1971. pp. 43 & 63.
CJ5805.K4.

Ludvigsen, Eric C. "Bicentennial for Purple Heart." Army (Aug 1982): pp. 14-15. Per.
Origins & later details.

Military Order of the Purple Heart. The Legacy of the Purple Heart. Paducah, KY: Turner, 1987.
164 p. E181.L46.

. Dept of PA. Book of Merit: Pennsylvania Purple Heart Recipients. Apollo, PA: Closson,
2001. 1140 p. UB434.P4.B66.
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Purple Heart Magazine. 4 issues, 1967 & 1970. Per.

Sapienza, Madeline. Peacetime Awards of the Purple Heart in the Post-Vietnam Period. Wash, DC:
CMH, 1987. 31 p. UB433.S36.
Lists in chronological order the dates, individuals, and incidents of each award by all
armed services.

Sauve, N.B. Memoirs. Arch.
Officer awarded PH for meritorious service.

U.S. Dept of Army. Military Awards: Army Requlation 672-5-1, dated Jun 1974. Chap 2, pp. 9-10.
MilPub-Reg.
And earlier editions.

U.S. War Dept. General Order No 3, dated Feb 1932. 1 p. MilPub-GO.
Authorized & named the modern version of the award.

Wensyel, James W. "The Badge of Military Merit." American History Illustrated (May 1982):
pp. 26-31. Per.

Westcott, Allen P. "For Military Merit." Military Affairs (Fall 1941): pp. 211-14. Per.
Origins and early history.

Willey, W.L. The Order of Military Merit: The Badge of Military Merit of the Continental Army.
Exeter, NH: Society of the Cincinnati, NH, 1925. 25 p. UB433.W54.

Wright, Donald C. "Wearing the Purple.”" Soldiers (Apr 1974): pp. 18-19. Per.
Concise survey.

See also:
-AWC Curricular Materials, especially G-1 course, 1920-40, and material on relationship of awards to
morale.

WOUND CERTIFICATE, WWI

Issued to soldiers of AEF wounded in action. A wound chevron was then authorized on their jacket
sleeve. For those soldiers who died of their wounds (or were killed in action), the modified certificate
went to their next-of-kin. See:

Shultz, Paul, et al. World War One Collector's Handbook. Vol. 2. Missoula, MT: GOS, 1977.
pp. 46 & 49. UC483.S38.
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U.S. Army. General Staff. Statistics Branch. Some Accomplishments of the Services of Supply, A.E.F.

Wash, DC, 1919. p. 35. D570.75.A5.

. Ordnance Dept. Untitled pamphlet on United States and Allied Insignia. n.p., 1918. p. 20.
UC530.U57.

U.S. War Dept. Circular No 6, dated Feb 1932. 5 p. MilPub-Circ.
Procedures for pre-1932 wounds appear on p. 3.

. GO 6, dated 12 Jan 1918; GO 53, dated 27 May 1918; and GO 64, dated 3 July 1918.
MilPub-GO.

Wyllie, Robert E. Orders, Decorations and Insignia: Military and Civil. NY: Putnam's, 1921.
Photo opposite p. 16. UB430.W94.




