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The American Field Service, volunteers who provided ambulance service for the French Army before the 
United States entered the war, was incorporated into the US Army Medical Department in 1917.  Re-
designated as the US Army Ambulance Service, it continued to serve with the French for the remainder 
of the war.  Some of the volunteers served with the Italian Army in Italy (see below).  This unique 
service traces back to the American Ambulance Hospital at Neuilly established in 1914 by wealthy 
Americans living in Paris.  Another volunteer group, the American Ambulance Field Service, formed in 
Apr 1915 under A. Priatt Andrew as an auxiliary of the Neuilly hospital.  About a year later, the 
ambulance service became independent and shortened its name to American Field Service.  Meanwhile, 
parallel but separate ambulance service to the French Army was also being provided by two Red Cross-
affiliated groups:  one comprised British volunteers under H. H. Hajes and another American volunteers 
under Richard Norton.  These two groups combined into the Norton-Hajes Ambulance Service under the 
American Red Cross.  Once the United States officially joined the war in 1917, the newly created US 
Army Ambulance Service superseded the function of all the volunteer ambulance groups and attracted 
most of their personnel. 
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1956.  706 p.  UM24.1941-45.R6. 
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Scrapbook, memoirs, documents re Ambulance Company 7, 3rd Division, WWI. 
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Includes Ambulance Service scenes, 1917. 
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Amer Field Service 1921.  261 p.  D609.U7S4. 
Brief biographies of members who died overseas. 
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ITALIAN SERVICE 
 
American medical assistance to Italy included 30 sections of the US Army Ambulance Service, sent in 
June 1918.  Half of the sections were very shortly withdrawn for service in France.  For information on 
the Italian operations, see the two above-cited works:  John Smucker's History of USAAS, pp. 48-59 & 
118-130, and U.S. War Dept's Medical Department in the World War, Vol. VIII, pp. 941-944.  See also: 
 
American Red Cross.  The Work of the American Red Cross during the War.  Wash, DC:  ARC, 1919. 
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ERNEST HEMINGWAY 
 
Before the arrival of USAAS sections in Italy, volunteer ambulance service was provided by the 
American Red Cross, beginning late 1917.  Volunteer Ernest Hemingway, served in Section  4 of the Red 
Cross Ambulance Service in Italy.  See: 
 
Sanford, Marcelline Hemingway.  "At the Hemingway’s:  Ernest Returns From War."  Atlantic 

(Feb 1962):  pp. 60-66.  Reprint, BiogFiles. 
 
Smith, Paul M.  "The Famous and the Extraordinary."  Der Angriff  (Jul 1982):  pp. 23-27.  Per. 
 
Villard, Henry S.  "A Prize Specimen of Wounded Hero."  Yankee  (Jul 1979):  pp. 72-77 & 134-45. 

Reprint, BiogFiles. 
 
 
See also: 
-biography on Ernest Hemingway in Biographies. 


