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Land-Grant Institutions, Especially During the War with Spain," on pages 14-15 of Charles W. Dabney's 
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Ekirch notes that the 1862 Morrill Act "broke a precedent in American higher education, introducing 
military training where it had hitherto been comparatively unknown."  Because it was difficult to obtain 
people to teach the courses, Congress authorized the special detail of regular officers as instructors in 
1893.  Our holding on this topic are strongest for that same period of "preparedness" or militarism 
commencing in the '90s and culminating with the Students' Army Training Corps in World War I.  Some 
documents of this era include info on private colleges. 
 
Pertinent info in annual Official Army Registers between the Civil War and 1900 varies.  In some years, 
instructors and colleges are listed, as, for example, pp. 336-337 of the 1882 Register.  Other years list the 
colleges but not the instructors (pp. 256-259 of 1895 Register). 
 
Info on education programs also appears in the Inspector General portion of annual Secretary of War 
Reports.  See, for example, pp. 203-210 of 1895 Annual Report (UA24A1). 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  PROFESSOR OF MILITARY SCIENCE 
 
Formal military training was conducted at civilian colleges by Regular Army officers before formal 
establishment of ROTC.  An 1866 amendment to the 1862 Morrill Act provided for assignment of 
officers as instructors at colleges.  See pp. 25-26 of Willard L. Nash's Study of the Stated Aims and 
Purposes of the Department of Military Science and Physical Education in the Land-Grant Colleges of 
the United States (NY:  Columbia Univ Teachers College, 1934; U432A1N17), which is a scholarly 
study with a useful historical section.  Also, the "Review of Related Literature and Research" (pp. 17-37) 
and "Federal Support of Military Instruction in Educational Institutions" (pp. 38-45) sections of John D. 
Kraus's "Civilian Military Colleges in the Twentieth Century" should be studied.  The Kraus monograph 
was originally prepared as a PhD dss, Univ of IA, 1978 (U430K73).  One study he cites sounds intriguing 
but is not available here, namely, Margaret M. Gearhart, "Military Instruction in Civil Institutions of 
Learning, 1862-1914" (MA thesis, U IA, 1928).  The following document is on file here and would be 
helpful for studying the very early period of military science instruction at land grant schools: 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Report on National Military Education, with the Plan of a System for the United States, 
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departments.  See also the basic legislation establishing the ROTC: 



ROTC            p.5 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Acts and Resolutions Relating to the War Department: Passed During the Sixty-Fourth 

Congress, First Session, December 6, 1915 to September 8, 1916.  Vol. 20.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 
1916.  UB550A21-Dec15/Sep16. 

See Public Law No 85, dated 3 Jun 1916, pp. 188-245, esp pp. 216-220. 
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See also: 
- Reserve Officer and Scabbard and Blade (Per) and Student papers, USAWC, Arch (Use pub indexes). 
 


