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Research Note compiled in 1983:

The reason why the U.S. Army uniform regulations of 1902 reversed the chevrons - from point down to
point up - eluded our search. Although Emerson (Chevrons, cited below, pp. 112) mentions that the
upward-pointing chevrons were more attractive, nothing else uncovered substantiates that possible
motive. Records of the uniform board, if extant, should be in the custody of the National Archives and
may provide the rationale for the reversal. Explanations may be available from these sources:

National Museum of American History
Department of Military History
Smithsonian Institution

Washington, DC 20560

Institute of Heraldry
Cameron Station
Alexandria, VA 22314

Company of Military Historians
North Main Street
Westbrook, CT 06498

Incidentally, the history of grade chevrons indicates a cycle of reversals without explanations. The
British Army adopted chevrons in 1802 with downward-facing points that have remained so ever since.
Not long afterwards cadets at West Point began to wear grade chevrons, most of which pointed up but
some down. In 1821, the U.S. Army authorized chevrons for company grade officers (which lasted until
1832) and for sergeants--all pointing heavenward. By 1851, however, the uniform regulations prescribed
chevrons that pointed down, in which position they so remained until the 1902 regulations turned them
around effective 1 Jul 1903.



