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U.S. PISTOL, CAL .45, M1911 (1904-1984) 
 

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
Browning-designed and Colt-manufactured, the weapon first appeared in 1905.  The government model 
was accepted in 1911 (M1911).  Modified in 1921 (M1911A1), it became the standard US military pistol 
with approx 2.4 million produced.  The 9mm M9 replaced it in 1984. 
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GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Bradley, Joseph.  Guns for the Tsar:  American Technology and the Small Arms Industry in 

Nineteenth Century Russia.  Dekalb, IL:  No IL U, 1990.  274 p.  HD9743S65B72. 
 
Dolder, Michael C.  "Saying Goodbye to an Old Friend...the M1911 Pistol."  Ordnance  (Feb 1991):  
 pp. 36-38.  Per. 
  A gen hist, from 1904 testing to 1984 replacement by M9. 
 
Goddard, William H.D.  The Government Models:  The Development of the Colt Model of 1911.  
 Lincoln, RI:  Mowbray, 1988.  293 p.  TS537G63. 
 
Haven, Charles T., & Belden, Frank A.  A History of the Colt Revolver and Other Arms Made by 
 Colt's Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company from 1836 to 1940.  NY:  Morrow, 1940.  
 pp. 210, 213, 219, 467, & 474.  TS535H3. 
  Brief history, photo, and catalog representation. 
 
Josserand, Michel H., & Stevenson, Jan A.  Pistols, Revolvers, and Ammunition.  NY:  Crown, 1972. 
 pp. 211-19.  TS537J6313. 
  Compact history. 
 



 

 

Pierce, Harry R.  "The...45 Automatic Pistol."  Inf Jrnl  (Sep/Oct 1934):  pp. 372-75.  Per. 
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SPECIFIC TIME 
 
Fleming, Lawrence J.  "The Automatic Pistol in the Punitive Expedition."  Jrnl US Cav Assoc 

(Apr 1917):  pp. 497-514.  Per. 
  Improved usage and tactics recommended. 
 
Menendez, Jose A.  "Stopping-Power Factor Triggered Birth of M1911."  Army Times  (5 Oct 1981): p. 

21.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
TECHNICAL/DESCRIPTIVE 
 
Hogg, I.V.  Military Pistols and Revolvers:  The Handguns of the Two World Wars.  NY:  Arco,  1970.  
pp. 68-69.  UD410H64. 
 
Smith, Joseph E.  Small Arms of the World.  10th ed.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1973.   
 pp. 615-21.  UD380S62. 
  Bits of history, but mostly the mechanics of its operation, with numerous illus. 
 
U.S. Army.  American Expeditionary Forces.  GHQ.  Manual of the Automatic Pistol, Caliber .45, 
 Model of 1911.  France, Feb 1918.  47 p., 7 plates.  UD413M36. 
 
U.S. Dept of Army.  Pistol, Automatic, Caliber .45, M1911 and M1911A1:  Army Subject Schedule 21-

33, dated Jul 1955.  10 p.  AuthPub-SubjSched. 
 
_____.  Field Maintenance, Cal .45 Automatic Pistols, M1911 and M1911A1:  TM-9-2951-1, dated 
 Jul 1957.  66 p.  AuthPub-TM. 
 
_____.  Small Arms Accidents, Malfunctions, and Their Causes:  TM 9-2210, dated Jun 1953. 

pp. 10-16.  AuthPub-TM. 
 
_____.  Small Arms Materiel and Associated Equipment:  TM 9-2200, dated Oct 1956.  pp. 6-7. 

AuthPub-TM. 
  Concise data and photos; quick comparison of the M1911 and M1911A1. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Automatic Pistol, Caliber .45, M1911 and M1911A1:  FM 23-35, dated 1940. 
 96 p.  AuthPub-FM. 
  See later eds of 1953 & 1960, entitled Pistols and Revolvers. 
 
_____.  Ordnance Maintenance, Cal. .45 Automatic Pistol, M1911 and M1911A1:  TM 9-1295, dated 



 

 

Sep 1947.  60 p.  AuthPub-TM. 
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DEBATE, 1960s-80s 
 
Atwood, Thomas W.  "The Veteran that Won't Be Retired:  Let's Keep the .45."  Army 
 (May 1975):  pp. 32-36.  Per. 
 
Farnsworth, Richard C.  "The Military Sidearm."  Inf  (Nov/Dec 1980):  pp. 31-33.  Per. 
  Calls for minor improvements and continued reliance on the M1911A1. 
 
Herbert, Morris J.  "The Military Handgun."  Mil Rev  (Dec 1968):  pp. 23-33.  Per. 
  Critical of M1911A1. 
 
Johnson, Thomas M.  "How Many More Rounds for Our Aging Heavyweight?"  Army 

(Mar 1969):  pp. 45-49.  Per. 
  Critical assessment. 
 
Williams, Walker D.  "Death of an Old Friend:  The M1911A1 Pistol."  Inf  (May/Jun 1985): 

pp. 15-18.  Per. 
  Brief tribute. 
 
 
 
 
OTHER ASPECTS 
 
Carpenter, Fred M.  "The Records are Wrong:  The Model 1911A1."  Arms Gazette  (Mar 1977):  
 pp. 34-37.  Per. 
  Problems with serial numbers assigned to production models.  See related articles by 

same author in subsequent issues:  Aug 77, May 79, Jun 79 & Sep 79. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Office, Chief Ordnance.  Resrch/Develop Div.  Record of Army Ordnance Research and 

Development.  Vol. 2.  Bk. 1.  Wash, DC, Jan 1946.  181 p.  UL167.3R42. 
  See Chap 4. 
 
_____.  Pistol Marksmanship.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1921.  92 p.  UD413P57. 
 


