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Ranger Units

A total of six Ranger battalions were activated during World War Il. In accordance with Table of
Organization and Equipment 7-, Ranger Each of the six Ranger battalions consisted of a headquarters company
and six Ranger rifle companies.

1st Ranger Battalion

On 26 May 1942, while serving in a liaison capacity with the British General Staff, Major General Lucian
K. Truscott submitted proposals to the Chief of the Staff of the Army, General George C. Marshall,
recommending that the Army create an American unit similar to that of the British Commandos. Shortly
thereafter the War Department authorized the establishment of what became the 1st Ranger Battalion.

Under the command of then Captain William O. Darby (quickly promoted Major then Lieutenant Colonel),
the unit was formally activated on 19 June 1942 as the 1st Ranger Battalion. Almost immediately, some 600
volunteers commenced intensive training at the British commando training facility at Achnacarry, Scotland. Of
the original 600 volunteers, 500 successfully completed the training and associated training exercises.

On 1 August 1943 the unit was redesignated the 1st Ranger Infantry Battalion.

The 1st Ranger Battalion was deactivated on 15 August 1944, following its participation in the Anzio
landings and subsequent battle at Cisterna, Italy.
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2d Ranger Battalion

The 2nd Ranger Battalion was constituted on 11 March 1943 in the Army of the United States.
Subsequently, the battalion was activated on 1 April 1943, at Camp Forrest, Tennessee. On 1 August 1943 the
unit was redesignated the 2nd Ranger Infantry Battalion. Upon completion of its training in both the United
States and England, the battalion subsequently participated in the D-Day landings on Omaha Beach.

After driving across central Europe and participating in the Battle of the Bulge and the Battle of Huertgen
Forest, the 2d Ranger Battalion was deactivated on 22 October 1945 at Camp Myles Standish, Massachusetts.
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3d Ranger Battalion

Based on the successes of the 1st Ranger Battalion in North Africa, then Chief of Staff of the Army
General George C. Marshall authorized the creation of two additional Ranger battalions on 19 April 1943. The
two battalions subsequently were designated the 3d and 4th Ranger Battalions.

Initially organized in North Africa as the 3d Ranger Battalion (Provisional) on 21 May 1943, the unit was
activated on 25 May 1943 as the 3d Ranger Battalion. The battalion was manned with new volunteers, as well
as Companies A and B of the 1st Ranger Battalion. On 1 August 1943 the battalion was redesignated the 3d
Ranger Infantry Battalion.

The 3d Ranger Battalion was inactivated on 15 August 1944, following its participation in the Anzio
landings and subsequent battle at Cisterna, Italy.
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Based on the successes of the 1st Ranger Battalion in North Africa, then Chief of Staff of the Army
General George C. Marshall authorized the activation of two additional Ranger battalions on 19 April 1943. The

two battalions subsequently were designated the 3d and 4th Ranger Battalions.

Originally organized in North Africa as the 4th Ranger Battalion (Provisional) on 20 May 1943, the unit
was activated on 8 June 1943 as the 4th Ranger Battalion. The battalion was manned with new volunteers, as
well as Companies E and F of the 1st Ranger Battalion. On 1 August 1943 the battalion was redesignated the

4th Ranger Infantry Battalion.

The battalion was inactivated on 24 October 1944, following its participation in the Anzio landings and
subsequent battle at Cisterna, Italy.
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5th Ranger Battalion
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The 5th Ranger Battalion was constituted in the Army of the United States on 21 July 1943. On 1 August
1943 the unit was redesignated the 5th Ranger Infantry Battalion. The battalion was activated a month later, on
1 September 1943, at Camp Forrest, Tennessee. Upon completion of its training, especially amphibious
training, in both the United States and England, the battalion subsequently participated in D-Day landing on

Omaha Beach.

After driving across central Europe and participating in the Battle of the Bulge and the Battle of Huertgen
Forest, the battalion was deactivated on 22 October 1945 at Camp Myles Standish, Massachusetts.
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The 6th Ranger Battalion had its origins in the 98th Field Artillery Battalion, a mule-drawn, pack artillery
unit. After arriving at Port Moresby, New Guinea on 17 February 1943, the artillery unit spent the next year
training, but never engaged in combat. Accordingly, Sixth Army decided that the unit was obsolete and
transferred its 800 mules to the China-Burma-Indian (CBI) Theater.

With the loss of the unit's mules and the arrival of a new battalion commander, Lieutenant Colonel Henry
A. Mucci, the unit underwent conversion into a Ranger battalion. On 25 September 1944 the unit was
designated the 6th Ranger Infantry Battalion.
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After participating in the Philippines Campaign and successfully conducting the Cabanatuan Raid which
resulted in the release of 521 prisoners of war, most having survived the Bataan Death March, the unit was
inactivated on 30 December 1945.
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